Handel even suggested spending $15,000 on chairs for the Governor’s Office while the state was in “the
worst state budget crisis since the Great Depression”
June 2003: Handel Suggested Spending “About $15,000 - $18,000” On “Some New Chairs For
Our Folks.”

Even Though Her Boss At The Time Called It “The Worst State Budget Crisis Since The Great
Depression.” In a 2006 TV ad, Gov. Sonny Perdue’s campaign said, “3 Years ago Georgia had the
worst state budget crisis since the Great Depression. We were losing jobs, our deficit was $640
million.” [2006 Perdue Campaign Ad]
Atlanta Journal-Constitution (2/19/03): “With the mid-year budget facing a $640 million
shortfall and next year's spending plan an even bigger mess…” [Atlanta Journal-Constitution,
2/19/03] – See Article 4 Below
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Two days into the work week and the General Assembly already is taking another break.
Once again, it's all about the budget.
With the mid-year budget facing a $640 million shortfall and next year's spending plan an even bigger mess, House and
Senate members adjourned for a week after Tuesday's session to figure out how to balance the state's books --- without a tax
increase if possible. It's the third such break since the session opened Jan. 13, and it won't be the last.

The House already has passed the mid-year budget, doing little to a spending plan recommended by Gov. Sonny Perdue. But it
didn't fully answer where the money would come from, because it hasn't considered Perdue's proposed tobacco and cigarette
tax increases. Senate committees, which are expected to offer more spending cuts, are finishing up work on the mid-year plan
this week.
Once the Senate approves the mid-year plan, possibly by the end of next week, leaders of both chambers will haggle over the
differences between their proposed budgets, setting up a final vote in early March.
Meanwhile, House members are reviewing budget plans for fiscal 2004, which starts July 1. Perdue's proposal calls for almost
$400 million in new taxes.
Lawmakers traditionally take several breaks during their annual session to work on state budgets, but with tax collections slow,
it probably will be harder than ever to complete spending plans. Legislators say that will lead to more recesses, and probably a
very long session.
Senators got a preview of the partisan fiscal debate ahead Tuesday when the chamber approved a bill cutting the pay of the
governor, lieutenant governor, legislators, all other constitutional officers and agency heads by 10 percent.
Senate Majority Leader Tom Price (R-Roswell) said the 10 percent cut in pay would save $1.2 million a year, of which
$409,000 would come legislators' salaries. The House is considering similar legislation.
The Senate debate quickly degenerated into arguments over who is responsible for the state's financial woes.
Price criticized Democrats for not proposing similar cost reductions in previous years when they were in control of the
chamber, and he blamed them for the budget shortfall. "Over the past four years, we've had over $2.3 billion in surplus," Price
said. "If we had been fiscally responsible in just one of those years, we wouldn't be in this mess."
Sen. Nadine Thomas (D-Ellenwood) shot back that Republican Gov. Sonny Perdue has proposed that the state borrow $1.3
billion for projects in the 2003 mid-year and 2004 spending plans. She said that contradicts the GOP contention that
Republicans are more fiscally responsible. "I hear the senator talk out of both sides of his mouth. We have been very
responsible with our spending. As a Democrat, I am very proud of what we've done. For the senator to come up like he just
invented this thing on saving money, it is appalling."

